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I. Jesus at the Jordan 

 

When we spoke of causes of loneliness last week, we certainly could have thrown in pride as another 

agent at work. Pride certainly works to isolate you over time, but it has more heads than your 

standard medusa.  

 

For instance, no one wants to be around someone else who thinks he's better than the rest. Therefore 

the one who is proud loses friends because he's constantly acting and assuming that he's superior. 

 

Of course, why do we not want to be around those who feel superior to us? Could it be that their sin 

of pride threatens our own, and that it stings too much when someone else claims what we want to 

claim for ourselves? After all, if we were perfectly humble, why would it bother us that someone 

thought himself better? 

 

On the other hand, someone who gets too proud may get rid of his friends before he has a chance to 

alienate them. Anyone who reads the paper will know a common story of a TV star who's sure he's 

ready for the movies, so he dumps his show and leaves the cast behind; or of the college football 

player who quits college early for the NFL because he's sure he's the real deal, only to get drafted in 

the fourth round and learn the doldrums of obscurity. 

 

That one happens in the Church, too. Sometimes, people dump true doctrine-which they will even 

admit to be correct-in order to go somewhere where they feel more appreciated. 

 

Against all such manifestations of pride, we should be practicing virtues of humility and service, all 

in grateful response to the Lord's humility and sacrifice on our behalf. Thanks be to God for such 

grace, for we could never be like Him. 

 

For a completely different approach to sinful pride, there's false humility instead. Old Adam 

naturally wants you to base your self-worth on yourself (no great surprise there); so if you know how 

dangerous pride is, your sinful flesh will work on you in a different way. It comes out in statements 

like, "I sure am glad I'm so humble," which means you've now become proud of your humility. Or, 

"At least I'm not as proud as what's-his-name," which is once again being proud of how proud you're 

not, which means you are. 

 

There is a far more dangerous false humility than that. Though somewhat rare, it's expressed with a 

statement like, "I'm so sinful that God couldn't forgive me," or "I'm so insignificant that the Lord 

wouldn't have time for me." Such things sound humble, but they're not. They are statements that 

accuse God of being a liar, because He promises His grace is sufficient for you, and He promises 
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that He desires to hear and answer your prayers. To say you don't deserve His help is an accurate 

assessment of your condition. To say that you're too sinful or unimportant for God to care is a false 

assessment of His mercy. 

 

So first we saw the dangers of pride, and now we find how easy it is for humility to go bad. Once 

again, we lack the true humility that Jesus had. We could never be like Him. 

 

Just in case the Law in this sermon has missed the mark with you so far, we'll throw in two more 

observations before we move along. 

 

One is this: knowing that pride and humility can quickly turn to train wrecks, now consider all the 

different parts of life that you can be proud about. You can be proud of social status, finances, a 

completed assignment, the sweater you got on sale, the meal you just made, the meal you just 

afforded, the joke you just told, the car you drive, the way the front lawn looks your kids, your past, 

your plans, the good you did, the sin you didn't do, how well life has gone, how much you've 

suffered, the fact that we've made it to page two of this sermon and you're still hanging in there, and 

that's just the start of the list. We'd better throw in one more, one of the most common of all: looks. 

Vanity is an easy sin, as people grow proud about how they look; or else they fall prey to jealousy 

and resent that they don't look as good as others around them, which means that they wish they could 

be proud but don't think they can. 

 

Pride's a sneaky sin, and it can get you tied up in knots pretty fast. 

 

The last observation is this: you don't know when pride begins. It's okay to be pleased with things, 

isn't it? It's good to be pleased with your kids or your car or your home or your looks, isn't it? You 

don't want to be ashamed of your kids or car or home or looks, do you? So, when does being pleased 

turn into sinful pride? You will never be able to measure that line with any certainty. 

 

Pride's a pretty universal sin, and this is sure: you and I are not going to be righteous by how well we 

deal with pride or how well we strive to be humble. At the very best, you can't be sure if you're being 

too proud or not. You and I certainly don't have the perfect righteousness and humility that Jesus 

had. We could never be like Him. 

 

So here's the good news: He became like you. During the season of Christmas, you heard the joy that 

He became flesh and blood, just like you. Last week, hearing of His Baptism, you heard the joy that 

He was baptized to identify with sinners, to take your place and go to the cross. In today's Gospel 

lesson, we hear John's account of Jesus' baptism, and it's a good time to rejoice in the humility of 

your Savior. 

 

But before we get to John 1, we take a brief side-trip to Isaiah 53, where we hear this prophecy of 

Jesus: He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should 

desire Him. (Is. 53:2) Not only did Jesus become man, but He became a completely ordinary, 

unremarkable-looking man. One would think that, if nothing else, the Son of God in flesh would at 

least select some good looks, an exceptional handsomeness for Himself. But no, in His complete 

humility, He chooses to be no better than average at best; there's not even a whiff of vanity here. 

 

So He comes to John the Baptist at the Jordan River, where John has been preaching, "Repent, for 

the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." The kingdom is at hand because the king is at hand-He's very 
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near. The people listening to John are waiting expectantly: who is He? Where is He? 

 

Where is He? He's there. He's standing in the crowd; but He's not standing out. He's so unremarkable 

that they haven't noticed Him. He's so ordinary that John the Baptist has to point Him out and say, 

"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!" There He is. 

 

Then, rather than hear of Jesus' Baptism in this Gospel, we hear John the Baptist witness to it. We 

hear him describe the Spirit descending and resting on Jesus; but we don't see it happening in this 

text-we only hear of it, just like we hear and believe and live by faith. After all, once the Father stops 

speaking and the Spirit-dove disappears, things are back to normal again. By the next day, Jesus is 

ordinary-looking enough that, once again, John has to point Him out as the Lamb of God to two of 

his disciples. 

 

The disciples follow Jesus, and note how that happens. They hear John speak the Word that Jesus is 

the Lamb of God. Because they hear and believe, they come into Jesus' presence and hear more. He's 

still the average-looking teacher, and it looks like a couple of guys listening to a new rabbi; and 

that's how it will go. When Jesus performs miracles, He'll often just speak in order to heal; so those 

who see with their eyes only will wonder if He actually did anything. He'll have no home, much less 

a palace. He'll be transfigured for three disciples, sure; but the horror of the cross will blot that glory 

out of their minds. 

 

That's how the ministry of Jesus goes. For us and for our salvation, He's become man. And He's 

become so ordinary-looking so much of the time that you're going to miss Him if you're looking. 

Eyes and sights aren't the key. Ears and promises are. To get to the Lamb of God, hear His Word. 

 

II. On Pride and Presence 

 

In this somewhat meandering sermon, then, we'd better clean up by addressing two applications, one 

of pride and one of presence. 

 

As far as pride goes, we heard the Law before and saw the inescapability of the sin. We could pour 

on some more Law, having seen our Savior's example of pure humility; for if we are proud of our 

looks or wealth or position, are we then saying that we are trying for a better lot than Jesus? And on 

what basis do we deserve that? 

 

So, pride is a problem, but make sure that your solution is not part of the fall. You see, knowing the 

danger of pride, the answer is not to resolve to be more humble. If you say, "I will defeat pride by 

being more humble," you are saying, "I will defeat sin by my work and effort." And, as we pointed 

out before, if you manage to keep pride under control, you will inevitably grow proud of your 

humility.  

 

The solution, then, to pride is Jesus. Confess your pride for the sin that it is and be forgiven. You can 

be certain that Jesus has forgiveness for this sin, because He was perfectly humble in order to win 

forgiveness for you. Not only did He live a life of perfect humility, but in that humility He even 

accepted the accusations for your sins and took them to the cross, rather than insisting on His own 

righteousness and innocence. He's your Savior from pride. 

 

So Jesus has forgiveness for you, which leads us to the second thing for us to address: rejoice! The 



43001029 John 1 29-41 An Unremarkable Savior (TJP) – page 4 

www.scholia.net 

Lord is present with you to give you forgiveness! 

 

No one at the Jordan recognized Jesus until John the Baptist pointed Him out. When John's disciples 

heard the Word about the Lamb of God, though, they believed it. Thus, they went to Jesus, came into 

His presence, to hear more and be strengthened in that faith. 

 

The same has happened to you. You cannot see your Savior in remarkable glory, but you have heard 

the Word; you have heard your Savior take bread and say, "This is My body, given for you." You 

have heard Him take the cup and say, "This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins." Last week, we heard the miracle that Jesus is with us in Baptism, 

making us His children. With these Words of Institution for Holy Communion, Jesus has told you 

where He is for you again. Like those disciples in the text, you hear and believe; and believing, you 

come into your Savior's presence at the altar. And as you do so, you sing John's words and point to 

your Savior by singing, "Oh Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us." You see, Jesus is there, just as He promises. He is there to have mercy, to 

strengthen your faith and forgive your sins, just as He did for the men in the text. 

 

It doesn't look that remarkable, this Sacrament of Holy Communion; but then again, Jesus didn't look 

remarkable, either. Many Christians deny He is really there in the Supper, declaring that this is far 

too ordinary a thing for the Lord's presence. They may well not know that such a belief is traced 

back to a logical principle of man, that "the finite is not capable of holding the infinite." But such a 

phrase is not found in Scripture; it is the invention of man's pride. (But that is why we don't invite 

everyone up right away to Holy Communion: it's not a loving thing to invite someone to come into 

Jesus' presence there, when they still maintain, "I believe in the Savior, but He's not here." No 

wonder St. Paul warns that such a one receives the Sacrament to his judgment.) 

 

The Lord's Supper is perfectly in keeping with Jesus' humility and mercy for you. Where we still 

suffer all kinds of sin, not the least of which is pride, Jesus still comes. He still humbly comes in 

ordinary elements of Word, bread and wine. He serves with glory behind the scenes, so that you are 

forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


